
This FAQ has been created to clarify misconceptions and inaccuracies that have been building
through social media.

What is Critical Race Theory (CRT)?  Has Jefferson Township Public Schools included
CRT in the curriculum?

CRT is a framework and/or analytical tool primarily used in higher-level university and graduate
courses.  Originating in the 1970s, CRT was first used to help law students think critically about
the impact of historical and present-day racism in the legal system.

At this time, CRT is not a component of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards and it is
not required by the State to be adopted as part of curricula; therefore, Jefferson Township Public
Schools does not incorporate CRT, but rather, embeds a culturally responsive approach to
curriculum development and instruction.

What is culturally responsive teaching?

Culturally responsive teaching recognizes the importance of including a diverse array of
students’ cultural references in all aspects of learning. It seeks to make school learning relevant
and effective for learners by drawing on students’ cultural knowledge, life experiences, and
frames of reference.  Examples include: having high expectations for all students; engaging
students’ cultural knowledge, experiences, practices, and perspectives; and bridging gaps
between home and school practices.

Is Jefferson Township Public Schools implementing NJ A4454, which requires school
districts to include instruction on diversity and inclusion?

Beginning in the 2021-2022 school year, each school district in New Jersey shall incorporate
instruction on diversity and inclusion at appropriate places in their curriculum for students in
grades K-12.  Under this law, the instruction will highlight and promote diversity, including
economic diversity, equity, inclusion, tolerance, and belonging.  Our curriculum teams have
already begun to add resources that reflect greater diversity and inclusion. We are also waiting
for the New Jersey Department of Education to release sample learning activities and resources
as required under the law.

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/


At this time, how do Jefferson Township Schools promote inclusion and diversity in the
curriculum?
We have always worked toward creating an inclusive curriculum so that all students can see
themselves within the age-appropriate lessons and activities. We strive to develop a culture of
acceptance in our classrooms and schools by addressing unconscious biases related to
economic diversity, gender, sexual orientation, race, ethnicities, disabilities, and religious
tolerance. Our goal has been and will always be to create a safe, welcoming, and inclusive
environment for all students.

What are some examples of how inclusion and diversity would be taught in the younger
grades?
We continue to wait for specific guidance from the NJDOE on instructional activities and
resources. However, from our initial interpretation of the bill, diversity and inclusion would be
taught in our younger grades by emphasizing that our students accept all children; such lessons
reflect resources and discussions that promote tolerance and examine differences in
backgrounds and families.  As students get older, diversity is taught in a more direct manner.

As we currently do through the anti-bullying legislation of 2012, teachers would spend time
discussing bullying and what makes a good friend. Furthermore, we discuss families and how
some families look different than other families and have different traditions. Lastly, we would
continue to celebrate and learn from our cultural diversity.

As per the updates present in the 2020 Comprehensive Health & PE Standards, discussion
regarding gender identity and sexual orientation is expected to be integrated into classroom
instruction by fifth grade, continuing through twelfth grade in a variety of ways.  These standards
are not expected to be implemented until 2022-23 and their integration into the curriculum will
contain an opt-out option for parents at various units in specific grade levels. NJ A4454
references gender identity and sexual orientation as it relates to promoting diversity and
inclusion. Please note: Jefferson Township Public Schools and its teachers welcome all
students, and our staff has been trained to be sensitive, diplomatic, and supportive to all
students. We pride ourselves on ensuring that classrooms are spaces where all students feel
safe, welcome, and ready to learn.

How are curricula determined in New Jersey schools?

School districts develop curricula to comply with the New Jersey Student Learning Standards
which have been approved by the State Board of Education in consultation with stakeholders
and after public hearings required by law.

Boards of education approve all curricula and textbooks as required by state statute and in
compliance with district policy.

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/


As always, all updated, board-approved curricula are available on the district website.

What should you do if you have a question about your child’s curriculum?

Please reach out to your child’s teacher who can answer any questions and clarify what is being
taught in your child’s classroom.  If you have further questions, please contact your child’s
principal.

https://www.jefftwp.org/Page/374

